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VHth the advent of the summer (at last~) , after a 
long, damp spring the Unit is becoming more active. The 
longer evenings have seen u~ outdoors more, en~bling us 
to go canoeing and climbing - s"caiing the heights of the 
Castle Rock on Cleeye Hill (actually not terribly . high, 
but hard enough for us~). We have managed a few games of 
cricket and rounders to give us some exercise also. On a 
grander scale, we el"itersd four teams in this years Sun 
Run, all of which dia well. A week was spent in Snowdon-
ia at Easter, and there was a cycle tour last half term 
- more of which la"G E: r. A number of members successfully 
coped with a First A id course, and seemingly a .long time 
ago a large number tnrned out for the Bed ry.ce at Brook·· 
worth ., 

Fi-ve new member;:: have joined th.e ·unit a nd are all 
taking a very active part in Unit life; Joe Clyde, James 
and Ad.am F::;eter, Da.nny Mills (Dom's brother) and Ally 
Smith (Tim a :.:1d PaddJ's brotl:.sr) 

You m£;.y also have noticed that the rmgazine is now 
co--ed i ted by S"t&ve Clutterbuck and mys eJ.f. Stevo has o:::'f 
-6-rt·l hia help witl'l the work &s we hope to incroase t. [.;. c; 

ann.UA. l production with more ·~·~:;.rled and larger magazi!:.es, 
bu·.:; ·:~his, of course will depend on contdbut Jons coming 
from o-ur many readers , i ~ e ~ 70U. 

The next standard edition wDJ. incl"tA;de tb:; _t •as tJ .. t,'3 · 

of an interesting survey recent~.J carried out arr.ong our 
members , plus several- co!'7.r:i.but i.::;:;.:<J from eT.-·members •. 

. . !iei~K~-

' J, 

3 t-:£~C RrP:q_prm lCj§ S.L2 · - · .. · · · 
At a r ecent general rndeting it was ag·r~ea une.ni:21c.msly. · 

tha~; the subsc:dption should be ra:i H d to £20 per annum. 
In case .s where· there are twc brothers tl:ie figure should 
be £16 eaoh. Subs may be pa id in two i..'13tallments, first 
due on 30th September 1985, the second on·jan 31st 198"6. 
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Whit.'S:un 85; ·Pedal Power in Powys, 
. :-- ' · 

'During the half term. holiday t.his . summe;r a s)llall 
party .. of cyclists: embarked on a tour. accb'mpar..ied by· the 
V .S .L. ·who . carried kit and tents in ,the van'. We dec idBd 
to use th:i:s· as a practice , .for the Ir,eland: expe.dition. 

Marcus Whitmore, fuve Williams ·and.·myself w(tre ·driven 
to, the Trumpet just · .outside of Ledbury and· we ·!'et off at 
3 p .m. monday. Unf'ortuna tely, the ra iri was: lashing down 
but this did not deter .. ,us, and. despite flq;nC:ing, ,we went 
around Here;ford ·to· qtrett.dn Sugwas, and from •.hf!.r.e , on to 
Bronydd nea r Hay on Wye. The . ~:we.ather .d€ttra0 ted slightly '·' 
from our enjoyment of the first day, but the rain failed 
to dampen our spirits. We camped. on a fa;rTI). ~rhere we shar 
-ed a field" with another ·group of. scouts. · 

·· , On tue sd..<t.J morning :the wea ther had· -cha~1Bfld for the 
better;, a rrd we felt a -good de.a l eaai~_, apou-t? :0~ .d a:ys 
ride,. We stopped -at J1ay to. s·:tock: ·'·up .fo.r, the Journey _but 
unfqrtuna teJ,y we ,didn' ti. have enough time to. . ibrQWf!:e' I:'O'und 
the profusion of second-,hand bookshops :±n. the "''·C?W:O• ' 

Then .eame what was perha ps- the most; en.joyah~e .streth 
of the tour, ._91.:-wn the Golden Valley to Pet.er9h·..:·: 9h. 'IP.e: 
~·J.n shcrne .· a;~l the co:untr-sside was a c_ort,a~:ant ;3uhrce ··Of 
d. is trac:tic~~ · .frcm -t;he road ab,ead.~ - <Froro tnep(3. w.e. r0q.,e ,our 
way to Pen tril&s and Grosmont. Ca E> tle .; where we had our 
lunch in the ruins~ Thep Wf1 cyq;J,ea. ·on· to Sk~nf:rith . where 
we indulged :i.n ices below the castle wall (~qw·· British~) 
After passing through M'-1P-ID.011th we :raced.pepha.ps :the most 
a;:-a.uous seot :l.on .of ou-r ,rot::.::e; -a long., s~e~p .G:lir.J"j up to 
Tre1.1Elck and that nigt. i~ s· camp. We had -to vw ll<:. 0 leng}+-t 
of the inc:t.ir..e, but to. make up for this · we ~haJ·.: :6 del·io~ 
ious lamb stew that night. We were _told by .tht;) f a rmer of 
the badgers that were not .an . uncommon sight :where we had 
pitched oub. t~nts, but. we were ·out of .luck that night, 
a lthOugh we saw plenty of rabbits. 

·· On the· hext day we rode down ·to the River Wye a nd 
crossed hy walking ovf1r· a disused r a ilway bridge at Red-

·\ · 

~· ... 
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brook. From there we faced another steep climb up to 
Coleford followed by a pleasant ride through the Forest 
of:· Dean to Speech House, where we paused for a while. On 
to Minsterworth and the busy A48 for a lunch stop. We 
thought at that stage we were almost home and dry, but 
far from iH Somehow the cones on the back wheel of 
Dave' s bike had come loose. We pulled into a garage and 
19ventualJ.y got the machine road-worthy, and at last got 
back in one piece~ 

As always we would like to than .. '~{: the V .S .L. for giv:lng 
up his time to drive around with us, and helping to make 
it a most enjoyable three days. 

Easter 85; Boot bashing at Bg~ 

For the .. second -time in this academic year, a party 
of Scouts v'&ntured up to Bocle3 i, -:he cot>.::age in North 
Wales which we freq·il.ently use. During many visits many 
activities have taken part, but the basic or.es, es ever 
are mountain walking and co::servation wo:::-k. 

We arrived at the cottage on Monday evening. After a 
particularly sleepness night, we set off to the mo 1.mtain 
of Moel Siabod. This is not a particularly high peak~ 
but nevertheless it provided a challenge, as when we be·
gan climbing there were clear skies~ but abo·,J.t two th.hls 
of the way up, we hit some mist which stayed with us to 
the summit. 

The major walk of the week came on Wedniesday~ We 
were able to walk in a basio horse-shoe shape a round 

., 

the cottage, a distance of about 10 miles. The journe;r .. \ 
took :L":l the tw major pealcs of Carnedd. De:f'ydd and Carn
ed.-i Llewelyn, still snowclad ,; and two other p-:Jaks. 

The walk proved ra th8r tiring, and So>me :peo:pJ.e e~.&c";;ed. "'
to go hc:me to the cottage a little ear:cy-, but for those 
who sta;;red to the end, it p::':-,red very enjoyable and the 
rather :<~:;eep and diff'icult descent at the f:i:t~sh proved 

(continued on page 1 0) 
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ANl'JUAL REPORr 

The Unit has su.rvived yet another year during 
which we have managed to increase our membership 
slightly despite the loss of a large number of mem 
-bars of longstanding to various seats of higher 
education last September. 

The 1984 , expedition was unusual in that we ·head 
-ed south and investigated the mountains, beaches 
campsites and ,cafes of Northern Spain after many 
years of heading to cooler climes·. It proved a 
very pleasant ch;mge and a detailed account of the 
visit formed the basis of a Venture 44 special 
last autwun. 

Since Spain the unit has continued in its usual 
way with a variety of activitie~, cove:>ing a wide 
range of interests. The iroh rule of the GCE exams 
in the summer and bad weather in winter tend to 
limit our scope at times but diespite the se and oth 
-er factors, we have generally got twenty to two 

•.'%·· . · 

dozen Fric1ay night regulars and recently there '" 
has been quite a spate of activity. Over the past 
few week, for example, the programme has incltlded 
the fo11ow~ng:- A cycle/camping expedition coverirg 
100 ndles through the Black Mountains, Wye Valley, 
and Forest of Dean 

A First Aid Course 
f:'l :i·mbing on Castle Rvck, ,Cleeve Hill 
Canoeing on the A v.on , 
Clearing ground at District H "Q • 
.Working parties on the Bowls green 
A piano recital at Fairford 
,!-c.~ing as winC waiters a t a dinner 

All t J, is plus t h~· r egular 5-a-side footba ll a t the 
Li:d.'sure Centre, and friday . night .ga therings. 

Two stays a t Bodes i during t ht? winter months 
introduced inexperienced members ' to the joys of 



44th Gloucester Vsnture Scout Unit 

Summar;y; of Income and Expenditure for period April 30th 1984 to April 1st 1985 

INCCME 

Membership 
Associate subs 
Bed Race 
Donations, payment.s etc 
Sale of Sweat shirts 
Share of 'Iuckshop profits 
Spain Expedition 
North Wales visits 
Sundry items 

'Ic-Lal Incorr:e 

Brought Forward 
Total 

Deficit exp over 
income 

£ £ 

220.50 (305 .. 55) 
128.00 ( ) 
129.25 

35 . • so (120l 
37.50 c 57 

333.55 (605 
1529 .-M~ 

274.00 
12.00 

2699.78 ( 391 6) 

607.91 
3307.69 

N.B. These are provisicnal figures, as y ::J t subjecc b~ 
fe1ll audit. It has be a n decided to ratioa:'ilalise our 
accou.11.t ing, and in future corrnne;':::le our finann ial year 
on 1st September. This should e:r.a'ole the accounts to 

EXPE!\1DIT URE 

Capitation Fees 
Equipment 

._ Bed Rac.a 
' · Donations to Charity etc 

Purchase of Sweat Shirts 
• Hut repairs etc 

Spain 
North Wales 
Transport costs , various activities 
Venture 41:-
Maps for Ireland 
Entry fees, various events 
Canoes, repairs, licences 
Annual Reunion 
Leisure Centre 
To Gloucester District 
P c:rohase of Pa.ns 
Bo.nk Charges s etc 
Postage 
Srmiry items 

Total Expenditure 

Balance carried forward 

show a more balanced view of the y9ars proceedings as . 
In9.ny ma .ior payments (Capitaticn, Bed h ce, E:x:peditior~ feet:.";;• 

~ 

156 .oo 
89.43 

220.54 
43.00 
80.00 
17.,94 

1487.30 
233.96 
14-7.27 

9.82 
24Q30 
66.05 
33.00 
52.80 
35.15 
6.99 

70 .. oo 

( 125) 
(41 0) 

( 5) 
( 55) 

( 10) 
(267) 
( 15) 
( 58) 

3.43 ( 5) 
'5·75 
45~ 

28 28--:-bb ..,..( 4..,..1_0 3....,)-

.Jil~ 
3307.69 

o:f·i;en :f~ll jus·s either side cf April 1st. Al.::: 'J as our • 
Treasurer is always elected early Se:rtomber i t will. pro-re: . 
much more convenient fc::- both Trea.;:urer and Auditvr. A shokt 
fimnc:_al statement as of 31st Aug;.;;_st will be included in : 
the next edition. 

Presented by D~A.Wright. 1 .5.85. 

-: : 
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North Wales - climbing mountains, digging ditches an~ 
getting very wet in the traditiona.l style. . 

This summer se~s a small group accepting the big 
challenge of cycling across the south of Ireland- our 
first vis it to the Emerald Isle since 1972, and 
one has the feeling that Norway rJay prove to be a 
popular venue for 1986. 

Two events which seem to be increasingly support
ed each year are t-he "Sun Run", in which teams proc~ 
from Cleave Hill at su:.:1set to arrive a·t tJ1e Malverns 
before sunrise. Not difficult, you may think, but at 
midsummer nights are short. Four teams go this year. 
Then there is the bedrace, organised by the Stoneh:llae 
Round Tabl(:). This year two teanis completed the course 
and raised £230 for charity. 

I have mentioned previously the loss of all of 
our senior !Ilembers last summe1'• Rich Kerswell (chair 
-man), Bri Symoox (secretary) and Paddy Smith( treas1J1' 
-er) had given outstandLTlg s ervice to the Unit for a 
long time, ea ch gainir.ghis Q·u.een' s Scout Award . a~ tdid 
Yosh Cowmeadow, Dave Wilson, Bri Herbert~ Jon Wright, 
and Simon Hawkim" We have not had such a number of 
these awards in 6ne year bef ore, and it says much of 
enthusiasm·, loyalty and interest of those who set the 
unit's standards in 1984. 

When a new executive committee was ele'cted in 
September, the main posts were filled by people of' no 
exec;utive experience. It was a ge,;;,~ble, but it proved 
to be a very successful one a nd t ne present group of 
officers are now doing an excellent job. We are very 
fortum te in the talents that always seem ava j lab le 
when t hey are needed. · · · 

Finally I must tha~k all those outside the Unit 
wit h out whose support we could not ex i st, notably Mr 
Heap and Gl~ Jones, and of ~~se all those parents 
ex-members and friends who help in so may ways. F.H. 

i 
I 
I 
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~il Break for Ethiopia 

Saturday. 6.00 a.m. Roll call. Arrived a t Gloucester .. 
Jail at 5.45 in my b:bight red prison outfit with blatant -
black a1·rows and rucksack in the driving snow. None tO 
be see n except the loca l constabulary sta ring a t me in a 
strange way. 6.05 a nd people start arriving in the true . 
tech f a shion i.e.very l a te. My co-conspirito~, Tony Maul 
-sdale, a n ex-Riohia n, arrived and falls about laughing .. 
due to my impeccable dress sense. (At t h is point we 
decide it would be a good idea to head for Lo:.::JLon). 6.20 
and we a re all set to go. The jail break comme nces.18 
hours t o get as far away from Gloucester jail as poss:lb..,. 
le , in a b id to r a ise lots of money for t he Ethiopians. 
The idea for this event wa s inspired by my companion 
a fter he ha d just chauffeured St Bob himself a roupd Chel 
-te nham a fter a r ecent Rats g ig. We were going to reJease 
a single - but t ha t idea ha.d be en exha1,1sted somewhat •• 

Approx 7.00 a m we arrive at the Wor ceste:c- service 
sta tion, courte sy of Tony's dad, where we eventual~ get 
a l i ft off a ma n i n a ve ry large Volvo, who completely 
3gnored the motorway speed limit (wh ~_ :J h wa s ;. ; mph due. 
to b~:~weather. ) a nd proceeded to take us to a s e rvice 
sta tion a t Km::csford at a n ave rage speed of 90 rr.ph. Then 
we waited for three hours a sking eve ry unsuspecting 
motoris t for a lift. Eventually a Scotsman took pity on 
us a nd offered to t ake us to his home l ane . (By this time 
we ha d dec i ded to ro t o Scotlc'1nd, due to the f ac t tha t 
it seemed more conve nient t han London~ ) 

'Ne hit Scotland a t 5.15 pm in a place qal l ed S :;irl i ng 
which, for t he uneduca t ed, is betwe en Edi nburgh a nd 
Glasgow. Here , we decided to hea d fo r Edinbur:?;h , which 
would be no trouble b ec13,us e a ll the Scots a re ki nd a nd 
considerate a nd would quickly offer us a lift. Well t wo 
and a ha lf hours later, we t hought it would be a nice 
idea to cat ch the bus to Edinburgh. In Edinburgh , I 
quickly r emembered my Venture Scout survival t a ctic s a nd 
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. Congratulations . to .chris 
~ o~llns , who was marriid. ··on 
June 22nd. It was a typical 

.. t! ,. Welsh summ.E:u;.· day in Llanalli, 
/~ cold, windy, and .v·e.ry wet~ 

/ /(' ;:,:_::J~~-~ ·" .. . we send our bes~ wiShes to 

I. _/ .. ,:.~~{~\:,:~'\\H Ghri!3 and the .new Mrs G t ·· 
\~~Y=0t r\ ~~~~~::~ Two ex-members .who · have 

11V [---t ~~~:-~~0/~~~:· E .recently .completed degree · 
I , , .. ;· .. . r:tEs:~· ~:-·-·w ' 'courses are 'fim Smith, 

~;r~&t~> ~i~ ~::;~~ ~! !~~~i~;t~~ 
. ! .-·""'"" at Oxford Poly. Me· re news of 

S academic success<)s in next 
issue. And now an article from our roving oil-man now in 
the South China Sea, Chris Pashley.... · 

Chinese :~ear- Hong Kong ·st,.yl~ 

The gui de books rather glibly state t~·1at "t ':1~.B is a 
f a:nily festiva l - a time for visiting ones f ::..· :i.'3nds and 
relatives . Public transport is widely "C.B e(L '.f x-a<rellers 
ean expect delays and some congestion •• " There are 5.4 
million people so when they all move you do tend to get 
a little bit of congestion~ . 

This is t he most b portant festival . of t hs Chinese 
cal8 nder arc:i the only time of t he yea r whe.tt H'la shops 
shu.-t ~ Nc:rrr.aU.y you ea~ b<.W a lmost a ny thing at a :qy time 
i n Hong Kong -.,d.-th the s hops open from ten in t h3 morning 
to ten at night, but practically everything shuts down 
for the three days at New Year. It certainly is the time 
.for visiting and consequently all the ferries a nd trains 
are packed solid for days in advance and after the fest
ival. Hong Kong is very much a stepping off. point for 
gaining access to the Peoples Republic, with exit and 
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entry visas reasonab~ easy to obtain. 
If you are into flowers there are enormous flower 

markets, and everywhere there is peach and plum blossom, 
chrysanthemums and daffodils. It is alao the time of the 
year for orange trees. 

Some of the large hotels arrange traditional "Lion 
dances" :t,'or their guests .... there is usually little adv
ance publicity, so I missed all these. However, this did 
not detract from the over all effect of t he celebrations 
as I got the imp~ess:l.o!'l that these events were more for 
the western eye rather than in the true eastern spirit. 

The focal point is a large firework display in the 
Victoria Harbour, which is a

11
,stretch of water between 

Hong Kong Island and Kowloon. 1 he cost was HK t/3 million 
for a display lasting just over an hour - that is a lot 
of money to go up in smoke. Fortune.tely the skies remain 
-ed clea r, ·and there was no rain - It went off well ani I 
landed on my feet in a juilk in the middle of the harbour. 
The price of this i ncluded everything I could drink in 
just ·over an hour, so a s you might imagine, the quality 
of my photos was not hish~ 

It is ha rd when·_ wr it i nt; a'bcyut a rta jor Chi11s se fest;-
iva1 to really ccn..vey tk<? :i.mpl""ession of t he :t\iJ.uibers 
of pecple involved. You ::·~eod. to .sxperie:we t he j ostlJ.!lg 9 

pus~in8 crowds that pa ck all the pu.blic pJ.a ces ; bu·~ yet 
you l3 1: U l feel out of place and uninvolved i n V\rha t is a 
totall~~ Chinese family affair. My lasting memory will be 
of :;cr:.'!~-~.ete families from a ged grandpa r ents C.o"Nn ·t.c teen 
-a sQr~ .a nd babes in a :!'ffis still throagi.ttg -~he s t r eets a.t 
5 Q ' cJ.ock in t h :5' mo ('~in~. ( :COn ' t c.3k me wher-a I had been 
-tha.t i s anothec sl:rory~ ) 

C I-g<J;~ f.~SfiliKf. 

(Fo(Slt ( J3a.nk)Note) Despite being a past treasurer of the 
Unit, a nd knowing how complicated that job is a t the best 
of times, Chris has given our present treasurer a problem 
Associate subs in U .S. dollars, Singapore Bank •••• · 

-. 
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